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WELCOME

As we begin to once again venture out into our
communities, the breakwater remains closed
to the public and therefore all guiding activities
are still on hold. Limited research activies have
recommenced and we are working closely with
Parks Victoria to find a safe way forward – stay
tuned for a reopening plan.

RESEARCH NEWS

Our research team has been unable to conduct
any on-site surveys since 15th March, but
that doesn’t mean they haven’t been busy.
Overseen by Flossy Sperring, our researchers
have begun statistical analysis on recent
existing data, which is providing us with a
greater insight into the breeding habits of the
Little Penguins colony.
A major theory being investigated is that egglaying behaviours differ between penguins
nesting in the public and restricted areas of
the breakwater. During the 2019-2020 nesting
season, penguins in the public section (blue
on the graph) laid fewer eggs than those in the
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restricted section (orange) and they spent
longer doing so.
Penguin breeding is usually influenced by
food availability and day length (aka photoperiod), so Flossy says this could mean the
Little Penguins in the public section are being
affected by electric light pollution. More analysis is needed, but this could make a case for
shrinking penguin viewing times in future, as
well as reducing the intensity of pier lights.
This research has been made possible thanks
to a grant under the Communities Environment Program from the office of Josh Burns
(local MP for Macnamara).

COMMITTEE NEWS

As Earthcare’s volunteer numbers continue
to increase, we have established an Events
Coordination, Media and Projects team,
headed up by Zoe Hogg and Julia Mitchell.
Zoe can be contacted with any general media
enquires using penguin.zoe@gmail.com,
while Julia handles social media via media@
earthcarestkilda.org.au. The team has also
welcomed journalist Neil Simpson as our latest
newsletter editor, as we say goodbye to Wendy
Albury and thank her for all her contributions.
We are still looking for an IT volunteer to assist
with some minor operational processes. This
role requires approximately 1-2 hours per week.
Please email info@earthcarestkilda.org.au for
further information.
Our AGM is approaching, so if you feel that
you could professionally contribute in any
way, please consider joining the Earthcare
committee – we value any support you have
to offer. To find out more, contact Earthcare’s
President Michelle O’Dea using 0425 785 305
or president@earthcarestkilda.org.au. Our
committee is structured as follows:

creating. We also have Earthcare St Kilda and
St Kilda Penguins websites.
Thank you all for your ongoing support and
interest in Earthcare St Kilda. 2020 is our 30th
anniversary so – providing all of us are able to
meet up later in the year – we hope to have a
celebration with you all. In the meantime, stay
safe and happy.

SEA STAR
NEWS

Our sea star
crusaders headed
out to sea on
Sunday 17th May,
removing 52kg of sea stars from St Kilda. They
had not yet reached the stage where they cover
the sand at low tide, so the eight-strong sea star
team were out snorkelling to collect them. We
would especially like to thank the all-new land
crew who assisted so brilliantly on the day.

President | Vice President
Treasurer | Secretary | Earthcare Members
Plans for Earthcare’s future are underway, so
our next committee meeting on Monday 29th
June will discuss the research that Zoe and
Michelle are currently preparing to present for
open discussion. We greatly value your input,
so if you have a dream for Earthcare or a vision
of how you would like to see it function in the
future, please consider getting in touch using
info@earthcarestkilda.org.au.

As well as sea stars, the team also collected
the accompanying shells for Neil Blake, who is
studying molluscs in the area and the sea stars’
diet. These images reveal that the sea stars
target the juvenile shells, which risks wiping out
entire species of molluscs.

Did you know that we have Facebook pages for
St Kilda Penguins, Friends Of Elster Creek and
Earthcare? If you’re more of an Instagrammer,
find us @stkildapenguins and stay tuned for
our new Earthcare feed, which Julia is currently

Jackson Clements Burrows Architects, AW
Maritime and Site Office Landscape Architects
have just been named as the design partners
that will rebuild St Kilda Pier. Construction is
currently expected to commence in mid-2021.

PIER REDEVELOPMENT

VISITOR APP UPDATE

The St Kilda Penguin Experience App project
is progressing well
and we expect it to
go live in late June.
The designs are
complete and we‘re
compiling required
content for the app
stores. Check St
Kilda Penguins and
Earthcare St Kilda
on Facebook to
follow our progress.
We hope to host
a launch event for
app collaborators,
Earthcare
volunteers and
members once COVID-19 restrictions have
eased sufficiently.

ONLINE EVENTS

Our friends at the Port
Phillip EcoCentre have been
maintaining their community
engagement by organising
online seminars and events. This opportunity to
digitally dive into the secrets of Port Phillip Bay
sounds like a must for marine fans:
• Snorkeling From Your Lounge
• Thurs 2nd July, 6-7.30pm
• Register at Ecocentre.com/civicrm/event/
info%3Fid%3D257%26reset%3D1
Meanwhile, Parks Victoria and Coastcare
Victoria have partnered up for Winter By
The Sea. This online festival features virtual
field trips, interactive workshops and live
presentations by expert volunteers and
scientists. Visit Facebook.com/groups/
marinefriendsnetworkvictoria or Facebook.com/
coastcarevictoria to browse the programme,
which takes place during June, July and August.

EARTHCARE STORIES
Like many of you during
these strange times,
we’ve been taking stock
and reflecting on our
work, things to treasure
and memories to share.
Zoe Hogg (right), who
ran Earthcare’s penguin
research for 30 years and
currently handles media
enquiries, shares some of
her favourite stories.
Pegleg penguin
‘Pegleg only had the one leg, but that didn’t hold
him back from breeding every year. He used
to hop up the rocks on his leg and flippers, to
his nest near the top of the breakwater. Pegleg
actually had a different partner every year and
the girls were always younger! There was no
stopping him.’
Curious Simone
‘About 25 years ago, the
pier’s kiosk cleaner used to
sit on the rocks at night and
talk to a particularly curious
penguin. He named her
Simone [right] and she would
wait for him to turn his torch on at the beginning
of the pier, then swim up to meet him.
‘I met Simone on research nights and she
eventually got herself a boyfriend, but she had
just one chick... her curious nature clearly kept
her preoccupied.’

